THE COMMUNICATOR - April - June 2022 - Page 1

The Mon Valley Providers Council
Presents

The Communicator
Contents
Paying for College
Now Hiring!
COVID-19 Testing
Pitt School of Social Work
HSCC Financial Literacy
Online GED Program
Emerging Leaders
Program
EARN Program
Supports for Success
Bank On Greater
Pittsburgh
YouthWorks

April - June 2022

PAYING FOR COLLEGE

WEBINAR

Amy Sawdey, PHEAA’s Higher Education
Access Partner for Allegheny County, will
discuss the financial aid application
process, what types of aid are available
for students, and strategies to start
thinking about affordability before getting
ready to apply for post-secondary school
admission. There will be time during the
webinar for you to ask questions you may
have regarding the financial aid process.
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GRANTS

LOANS

FEES
SAVINGS

APRIL 20, 2022
6-7 PM
ON ZOOM

Services at the HSCC
Tenant Agencies at the
HSCC
About the MVPC

Register to receive the link:
Online: Click here
Call: 412-436-9537
Email: kgascoine@hscc-mvpc.org

MVPC Leadership
Communities Served
MVPC Membership 2022

The Communicator is the official newsletter of the
Mon Valley Providers Council (MVPC), an alliance of
over 70 human service agencies serving more than 37
communities in the Mon Valley of Allegheny County.
The MVPC is a program of the Human Services
Center, a United Way Agency. To learn more about
519 Penn Avenue, Turtle Creek, PA 15145
the MVPC, our member agencies, and their services,
412-829-7112 • 412-829-4363 (fax) • www.hscc-mvpc.org
read this edition and visit our website at
facebook.com/humanservicescenterturtlecreek
www.hscc-mvpc.org.
A copy of the official registration and financial information of the Human Services Center Corp. can be obtained from the PA Department of
State by calling 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

THE COMMUNICATOR - April - June 2022 - Page 2

Now Hiring: Family Support Partner
We are looking for someone who —
• Has or is raising a child with behavioral or mental health concerns
• Wants to help other parents learn how to successfully navigate the mental health and
child welfare systems
• Enjoys supporting others as they parent their child
• Can pass Child Abuse, PA Criminal Background and FBI Clearance
Email interest to: kspeelman@alleghenyfamilynetwork.org
Or call 412-246-2030 and ask for HR
www.alleghenyfamilynetwork.org

COVID-19
TESTING
@ HSCC
FRIDAYS
1:00 - 4:00 PM
PREREGISTRATION IS STRONGLY ENCOURAGED
Preregister online at
https://curative.com/sites/27564
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Looking to Advance your Career?

University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work

The University of Pittsburgh School of
Social Work’s Master of Social Work program
offers options that fit your lifestyle and budget!
Pitt Social Work offers part-time, full-time,
and advanced standing options-including the
new 12-month advanced standing program.
Pitt’s MSW degree offerings include
specializations in Direct Practice or
Community, Organization, and Social Action
(COSA). Students can also earn certificates in
mental health; children, youth, and families;
gerontology; home and school visitor;
integrated healthcare; and human services
administration. Pitt Social Work also offers
over 156 paid training and pre-doctoral
fellowships that offer innovative training and
financial support.
The University of Pittsburgh School of
Social Work is committed to its mission of
preparing courageous leaders to transform
social work practice, policy, research, and
education in a community-engaged and
inclusive environment.
Pitt Social Work is ranked 17th in the
nation by U.S. News & World Report among
graduate schools of social work. Founded in
1918, it was the first school in the country
to offer a program in community organization
and one of the first to offer a specialization in
child welfare.
The school’s three degree programs—
Bachelor of Arts in Social Work, Master of
Social Work, and Doctor of Philosophy— are
taught by one of the most diverse faculties
at the University and instill in students a
commitment to racial, social, and economic
justice. As part of one of the leading public
research universities in the world, social work
students can take advantage of joint degree
programs in several of the University’s highly
ranked professional schools.
The school’s vision statement to transform
– our world, our future, ourselves -- cannot be
accomplished without centering anti-racism as
an essential and non-negotiable commitment
for our school and each member of it: students,
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staff, and faculty. We have committed ourselves
to a set of guiding principles and activities to
assure that we are always working to become
a more anti-racist, anti-oppressive, inclusive
and welcoming school.
MSW student Dakota Staley had this to
say about her experience in the program: “My
field placement has prepared me in a number of
ways for my career. Throughout my placement,
I have been able to run groups, fine-tune my
clinical notetaking, learn community and VA
resources, and see multiple types of social work
by shadowing in different programs. Through
supervision and support, I have become much
more confident in my skills and the resources
that I know.
I chose Pitt School of Social Work because
I love the city, and I knew it was such a
well-known and good program. I, also, had
known people that went through the program,
and they spoke so highly of their time as a
student. Since being in the program, I have
been amazed by the professor’s care for the
students. This has been so evident in the
pandemic as professors work to accommodate
students and provide support.”
Please visit our website for more information
at www.socialwork.pitt.edu.
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Free Online GED Classes at Goodwill
Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania offers free online GED classes to help students
improve their education from the comfort and safety of their own home.
Goodwill’s classes prepare students to take a high school equivalency test (GED® or
HiSET) so they can earn their Commonwealth Secondary School Diploma.
All classes incorporate reading comprehension and math computation, help students build
and master academic language and reasoning within the subject areas on the Language
Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies tests.
To find out how to get started, call 1-877-499-3526 or visit www.goodwillswpa.org/ged.
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Program for High School Seniors
Human Services Center Corporation

Do you want your teen to have a set plan for
after graduation? Do you want your senior
to gain the skills and knowledge necessary
to move on to a successful life after high
school? Then the Human Services Center
Corporation’s Emerging Leaders Program
(ELP) may be a perfect fit!
ELP is a very successful workforce
development and college readiness program
for seniors attending East Allegheny,
McKeesport Area, Penn Hills, West Mifflin
Area, and Woodland Hills High Schools that
is incorporated into the students’ school day.
Participants attend a weekly session during
the school day where they are instructed in a
curriculum specifically created for seniors to
prepare them for success after high school. A
variety of professionals present to the class
throughout the year on their career fields

Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania

and personal development as well as students
are matched to job shadowing opportunities.
Outside of the classroom, participants work
one-on-one with a staff person to receive highly
individualized attention and support in their
pursuit of their goals. They create goal plans
and refer to the plans throughout the year to
stay on track. Plus, participants will have the
chance to earn money periodically based on
participation and goal completion throughout
the school year and post-graduation.
There are limited spots available and your
family must meet the designated requirements
to participate. If you or your teen would like
to hear more details about the program and/
or apply, please call 412-829-7112 or visit
our website to complete an application. Spots
fill up very quickly! Apply as soon as possible!

Find Success in Hard Times

Goodwill’s EARN program helps people
receiving TANF benefits find satisfying
careers with competitive pay, AND you can
earn up to $2,700 in incentives before, during,
and after job placement.
We offer assistance with childcare and
transportation, education and job training,
counseling services, hiring events and job
leads, paid work experience, and job retention
support.

Interested in learning more about EARN’s
free services? Call 412-632-1710 or visit
www.goodwillswpa.org/earn to learn more.
Administrative offices for Goodwill EARN
& Work Ready are located in Lawrenceville
at 118 52nd Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15201
(free parking; on bus line). Services can be
provided at this and other Goodwill locations
throughout Allegheny County – virtually or
in person.

Get Supports to Gain Success
Do you know of any individuals that need help meeting their needs to achieve an education
goal or obtain employment or better employment? Supports for Success, an intensive case
management program of the Human Services Center Corporation in Turtle Creek, may be a
good fit!
To participate, individuals must meet income eligibility, must have a goal of employment
and/or education, and live within the Mon Valley. The program directly assists participants
with creating a detailed goal plan, obtaining a credit report to work on improving their
credit, creating a monthly budget to increase knowledge of money management, creating,
updating, and maintaining a current professional resume to improve success in obtaining
employment opportunities, finding adequate affordable housing options, finding employment
or better employment opportunities, and more. For more information call or email Iris at
412-829-7112 or igrilho@hscc-mvpc.org.
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WHAT IS BANK ON?

Bank of America

Chase
Dollar Bank

First Commonwealth

First National Bank

KeyBank:

S&T Bank

PNC Bank

Free Job Training Services for Youth Ages 18-24
Goodwill of Southwestern PA

YouthWorks, a program of Goodwill
of Southwestern Pennsylvania, is now
recruiting young adults, ages 18-24, who
can benefit from free programs Goodwill has
to offer.
YouthWorks helps young people who need
help finding a job, enrolling in a community
college or university, or who are looking
to make a career change. YouthWorks
can also help youth get their GED in
addition to many other support services
including transportation, financial literacy,
and individualized community-based case
management services.
Specific young adult programs include:
• Retail Training Program – targeting
young adults looking to begin a career
in retail but need work experience. The
12-week program prepares individuals for a
job in retail, and pays $10.75 while training
in a Goodwill store. Youth who successfully
complete the program are guaranteed a job

at a Goodwill store in their community.
• LifeLaunch: Ignite – targeting
young adults who are or have been justice
involved and want to work towards a
career based on their interest and skills.
The program offers an initial assessment
and evaluation, job training, support
with job search, and additional assistance
including transportation, career exploration,
mentoring, and follow up and support for an
additional year.
• IMPACT Job Search – targeting young
adults considering college or starting a
job search. This program offers premier
job readiness curriculum, mobile case
management, assistance with resumes, mock
interview, and job search planning.
For more information, visit www.
goodwillswpa.org/youth-services. To enroll,
call 412-632-1742 or visit
www.goodwillswpa.org/youth-info.
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Services at the
Human Services Center

About the Mon Valley Providers
Council

The Westinghouse Valley Human Services Center,
located at 519 Penn Avenue in Turtle Creek, provides
a variety of services to residents in eastern Allegheny
County communities and the Westinghouse/Turtle
Creek Valley. Schedules may vary due to COVID-19.

Our Mission: The Mon Valley Providers Council (MVPC), in collaboration
with individuals, families, and groups in the Mon Valley communities,
will define and address mutual issues and needs. Building upon the
providers and communities, the MVPC will promote agendas and develop
resources for collective action.

• The Braddock Carnegie Library – Turtle Creek
Extension is open to the public and has full access to
the Carnegie Library system. Call 412-829-7112 for
hours of operation.
• Youth LIFE After-School Program begins
in September. Youth LIFE After-School Program
serves 100 youth going into first through fifth grade.
For more information, contact 412-829-7112.
• KOOL Summer Program serves 150 youth going
into first through fifth grade in the Fall. For more
information, contact 412-829-7112.
• The Emerging Leaders Program (ELP) is a
workforce development and college readiness program
for seniors in the East Allegheny, McKeesport Area,
West Mifflin Area, Woodland Hills, and Penn Hills
High Schools. For more information, contact 412829-7112.
• Supports for Success helps individuals seeking
to achieve self-sufficiency through employment and/
or education by providing referrals and guidance. For
more information, call 412-829-7112.
• Free Tax Preparation is available for individuals
with low income. For more information, call 412437-8229.

Tenant Agencies at the
Human Services Center
Adagio Health Nutrition Services
412-925-0650
Allegheny County Health Dept. – W.I.C.
Program
412-823-1333
Allegheny Intermediate Unit – Community
School East
412-464-4043
Braddock Carnegie Library – Turtle Creek
Extension
412-829-7112
Early Learning Resource Center
412-350-3577
Eastern Area Adult Services
412-824-6880
Healthy Start
412-247-4009
Human Services Center Corporation
412-829-7112
Learn “N” Play Development Center
412-829-0240
Mon Valley Providers Council
412-829-7112
Pantry Network of Eastern Suburbs
412-824-0006
TCV Community Services
412-824-8510

Who We Are: The MVPC, a program of the Human Services Center,
is an alliance of human service and related organizations, which are
based in or have a substantial service presence in the Mon Valley.
The MVPC serves as a formal network for information and resource
exchange among human service providers in the Mon Valley. The
MVPC involves its member organizations in Working Groups which
address crucial issues in the Mon Valley in the areas of Employment
and Training, Health, Housing, and Youth. These four Working Groups
involve the participation of over 70 dues-paying members and over 250
staff members of those organizations. Through these standing Working
Groups, the MVPC promotes cooperation, coordination, and collaboration
among its member and participating organizations in an effort to fill gaps
in human services in the Mon Valley communities.

Staff: The MVPC is staffed through the Human Services Center.
Current MVPC staff are:
Dave Coplan, Director
Katie Gascoine, Outreach Coordinator
Bethany Dever Bray, Program Assistant

Leadership
in the MVPC: Steering Committee
Darla Poole, Chairperson, Auberle • Eric Ewell, Vice
Chairperson, Penn State Greater Allegheny • Kelleigh Boland,
Jefferson Regional Foundation • Elli Dragisic, McKeesport
Hospital Foundation • Devon Goetze, Auberle • Christine
Zellefrow, UPMC Western Behavioral Health at Mon Yough
• Brenda Harris, Just Mediation Pittsburgh • Tiffanee
Heywood, Goodwill of Southwestern PA • Shari Holland,
UPMC McKeesport/Latterman Health Clinic • Dean Jolin,
CCAC • Paula McWilliams, Heritage Community Initiatives •
Mary Jo Guercio, CCAC • James Phillips, TCV Community
Services • Lisa Scales, Greater Pittsburgh Community Food
Bank •Bob Sukolsky, AHN-Forbes Family Medicine • Lynn
Tatala, AIU Project ELECT • Laura Zinski, Immediate Past
Chair, Mon Valley Initiative • Nancy Osterhus, Ex-Officio
Member
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2022 Membership Listing
for the MVPC

Adagio Health
Age-Friendly Greater Pittsburgh
AHN-Forbes Family Medicine
Allegheny County Health
Department
Allegheny Family Network
AIU Community School East
AIU Head Start
AIU Project ELECT
Allies for Health and Wellbeing
Auberle
Black Women’s Policy Center
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Pittsburgh
Century Heritage FCU
Clairton Family Center
Community College of Allegheny
County (CCAC)
Communities in Schools
Pittsburgh Allegheny
County (CISPAC)
Computer Reach
Discovery House
Duquesne Family Center
East Allegheny Family Center
Eastern Area Adult Services
Every Child, Inc.
Family and Immigrant
Connections Program
Family Resources
Forbes Hospital

Fund My Future-FMF PGH
Goodwill of Southwest
Pennsylvania
Greater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank
Healthy Start
Heritage Community Initiatives
Highlands Family Center
Human Services Center
Corporation
Jefferson Hospital
Jefferson Regional Foundation
Just Harvest
Just Mediation
Lincoln Park Family Center
Literacy Pittsburgh
Macedonia FACE
McKeesport Family Center
McKeesport Hospital
Foundation
Mental Health American of
Southwestern PA
Mon Valley Initiative (MVI)
Mon Yough Chamber of
Commerce
Omicelo
PA CareerLink Allegheny East
Pantry Network of Eastern
Suburbs
Penn State Greater Allegheny

Braddock
Braddock Hills
Chalfant
Clairton
Dravosburg
Duquesne
East McKeesport
East Pittsburgh
Elizabeth Borough
Elizabeth
Township
Forest Hills
Forward
Township
Glassport
Homestead
Jefferson Hills
Liberty
Lincoln
McKeesport
Monroeville
Munhall
North Braddock
North Versailles
Penn Hills
Pitcairn
Port Vue
Rankin
South Versailles
Swissvale
Turtle Creek
Versailles
Wall
West Elizabeth
West Homestead
West Mifflin
Whitaker
White Oak
Wilkins
Wilmerding

Port Authority of Allegheny
County
Rainbow Kitchen Community
Services
Rankin Christian Center
Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh
Squirrel Hill Health Center:
Turtle Creek
State Senator Jay Costa
State Senator Jim Brewster
Steel Valley Family Center
Sto-Rox Family Center
TCV Community Services
The Urban League of Greater
Pittsburgh (Duquesne Family
Center)
Touching Families, Inc.
University of Pittsburgh School
of Social Work
UPMC McKeesport
UPMC of Children’s Hospital
Family Care Connection
UPMC Western Behavioral
Health at Mon Yough
Veterans Leadership Program
Wesley Family Services
Wilkinsburg Family Center
Women for a Healthy
Environment
YWCA Greater Pittsburgh

